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A special meeting of the Broadcasting Commission convened on May 2, 2006 at the

Headquarters of the Ministry of Telecommunications & E-Commerce at 5.30 pm, for the Hearing of a complaint made by Ms. Patricia Gordon-Pamplin about comments by Lt. Col. David A. Burch in a Broadcast on the topic of Independence over HOTT 107.5 Radio Station (Inter-Island Communications Limited) on Sunday August 7, 2005. 

The Commission has deliberated exhaustively matters brought before it regarding this complaint and makes public the conclusions it has reached as follows:

· The Commission strongly deplores the use of the ‘N’ Word in broadcast media.

· Without any attempt at rationalization of either the provocative context which led to the talk show host of the Broadcasting station, HOTT 1075, Col. Burch expressing himself in the manner that he did; or the conflicting evidence presented to the Commission by the Complainant and her witness; or the concomitant endeavours to politicize the matter, the Commission can only conclude that Col. Burch was in violation of the spirit of the Broadcasting Rules Section 8: (1) Broadcasting Act 1953.

· The Commission further considered it reprehensible that the complainant, exploiting her parliamentary privilege, raised details given at the private hearing in Parliament whilst the Commission was deliberating on its findings in this matter.

· To his credit, the Commission has taken note of the fact that the Broadcasting station’s talk show host Col. Burch, publicly apologized for his expression of the term complained about.

· The Commission has serious concerns that the tendency to make common parlance of the ‘N’ Word only serves to trivialize or even vitiate the painful historical events that gave birth and currency to it in the first place; and attempts to make it a term of endearment in dialogue and song are intolerable. 

· The Commission requires Broadcasters to take all reasonable and prudent steps in their remit as licensed Broadcasters to adequately ensure that language of that type is preempted.

Signed on behalf of the Commission---Ira Philip, Acting Chairman.

